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A SHLAND, 0., Sept. 81. 1887. 

Tbe Main Caase of Trouble. 

A man of good, practical com- 
mon sense once amid it w« ' not 
the difference of opinion over the 
aingle mode of teetwashing and 
the dress queatioD that caused 
tbe division, but the contention, 
and the want of forbearance. 
lie was right. The lack of for- 
bearance and charity will always 
cause schism. 

The human family is a long 
time finding oat tbe tact that it 
it impossible to get people to 
think alike. We moat not pelt 
a man with epithets because he 
differs with us. We must re- 
member that others have a right 
to think and form opinions, and 
because they differ with ns that 
is no evidence it is wrong. 

We find that there have always 
been great differences, and that 
they exist still and always will. 
It is only when we are bent on 
belittling the opinions of others 
and nn reasonably insist on the 
adoption of our own that trouble 
and division follows. A good 
liberal application of forbear- 
ance is the great antidote of 
trouble. Now on the eve of our 
Convention this should not be 
forgotten. If we have not got a 
plentiful supply of this virtue let 
as pray God to till our hearts. 

M. 


How humiliatin, i+ is when 
we find the followers ot the bum- 
ble Nazarene fiercely contending 
over words and technicalities 
from which principle is carefully 
excluded. Instead of Insisting 
on tbe great apparent differences 
that appear on tbe surface, let 
as rather search for tbe simili- 
tude in the. principle. This is 
Christlike. Tbe same zeal and 
determination that we use to 
ferret oat oar differences and 
find fault used in the opposite 
direction would cement us for 
eternity. Many of our discus- 
sions like that on Open Commun- 
ion ia only Jegar-Sahaduthai — 
Ualeed. When simmered down 
the difference Is so little that it 
would take bat a small portion 
of Christian charity to span the 

chasm. 

Mason. 


Jecar-Sahadutba. 
Two men met in anger. They 
attacked each other in tierce re- 
proaches. Eventually the angry 
controversy ended in building a 
memorial of stones, and as they 
clasped hands one called it Jegar- 
Sahadnfha, while the other call- 
it Galeed. This did not look 
like reconciliation yet there was 
no controversy. Laban and Ja- 
cob — for tbeee were the two men 
referred to — did not disagree in 
fact. Laban called it Jeger- 
Bahadutha — a heap ot witness. 
Jacob called it Galeed — a heap 
of witness. The only difference 
was Laban spoke in the vernac- 
ular of Mesopotamia, while Ja- 
cob uttered the Hebrew equiva- 
lent. 

This very thing is happening 
around ub every day, only the 
result islnotjso peaceable. We 
sail the same thing by different 
names, and then like very un- 
reasonable beings we go to con- 
tending for the words. If wo 
would only take the time to look 
rationally at matters we would 
find we do not differ materially. 
Tbe difference may consist in a 
little technicality while the prin- 
ciple is the same. One half the 
violent contentions that rupture 
society exists either through mis- 
understanding or an obstinate 
determination to have oar own 
way. 


Necessity of the Occasion . 
There are those who propose 
tbat the "necessities of the oc- 
casion" shall make the work for 
the future convention, and op- 
pose the principle of defining a 
system of chutch work. A more 
dangerous principle than this 
cannot be advocated with the 
desire that there' shall be confer- 
ences in tbe church. The history 
of Annual Meeting is the true 
history ot all'such organizations 
whether they have existed in the 
past or shall oxiat in the future. 
Annual Meeting commenced as 
a meeting which was held once 
a year. Its original purpose was 
to have a spiritual feast together. 
The necessities ot the occasion 
came in and it begau to make 
rules. Tbe necessities of the oc- 
casion came in again and they 
districted the country and dele- 
gates were chosen. The necessi- 
ties of tbe occasion came in 
again and they constituted a 
standing committee of ignorant 
and self-righteous men. The ne- 
cessities of the occasion came in 
again and their decisions were 
made mandatory. The necessi- 
ties of the occasion came in again 
and hundreds were expelled. 

In this late day people should 
avoid being caught in the same 
snare twice. An assembly with- 
out an avowed purpose is a dan- 
gerous body, whether political 
or ecclesiastical. Such assem- 
blies always have been and al- 
ways will be. When a body of 
delegates gather in one place, it 
should be known what it ie to 
do, and when tbat is done it 
should disperse, This is what 
the Brethren Conference should 
declare, wb are now in the for- 
mative state, and if regular gen- 
eral conferences are to be held, 
their prerogatives should be 
clearly defined, so that any one 
can detect in a moment when it 
is making a departure. One de- 
pending upon the necessities of 
the occasion may unfold as a 
tyrant and no one can assert that 
it has abused its pewer. There 
ie nothing so thoroughly episco- 
pal as a conference that is its at- 
solnte master and under no re- 
strictions. 

Brethren 4o not allow your- 
selves to be led away by the 
principle of allowing the necessi- 
ties of the occasion make the 
work for conferences. It means 
no more than a repetition of the 
history of Annual Meeting, in 
one third of the time that it re- 
quired to go from an innocent 
gathering to a full fledged re- 
ligious autocrat. 

Beware of the neocessitiei ef 
the occasion. 


Opinion Is Not Fact. 
If every body should question 
the theory that the earth revolves 
on its own axis, and assert tbat 
the sun revolved around the 
earth instead of being fixed. 
Would their denial of the one 
and their acceptance of the other 
alter the facts in the case 1 Cer- 
tainly not, opinion does not 
change facta. 

How much more is this truth 
observable in religion. People 
pass an opinion concerning the 
doctrines of the Bible and then 
assume it to be fact. We 
must learn to distinguish between 
opinion and fact. An opinion 
that is merely based upon sup- 
position and wrapped in much 
doubt is not strengthened by age. 
A wrong opinion does not in- 
crease in value because it is 
musty. What harmony there 
would be if fact was substituted 
for opinion. 

Take the doctrine of Eternal 
Punishment. How many opin- 
ions are there concerning itl 
Because a man may have D. 1). 
after hie name, or imbibed his 
opinion from the generations 
before him that does not make 
his opinion fact. Because that 
opinion is embodied in the creed 
of his church that still does not 
make it fact. An opinion must 
be substantiated by the eternal 
Word of God or it cannot pass 
into the realm of fact. The ex- 
pulsions, hatreds and divisions 
have been more on account of 
our adherence to opinion rather 
than fact. Let us then profit by 
the history of others and never 
substitute opinion for fact. 

M. 


Observation will at onoe show 
to any man tbat the average 
Christian disobeys one or more 
of the "least commandments" 
every day. 

Now we beg of the reader not 
to go oft Id a flash over this, hut 
if you believe this article false in 
its conclusions, study those com- 
mandments and prove to us what 
the least commandments are. 
And do not console yourself with 
tbe decision tbat it is not neces- 
sary for you to obey them, be- 
cause there is danger in falling 
short in righteousness and tbe 
kingdom of heaven. Obedience 
to these least commandments 
will make you better than the 
moralist of the world. Remem- 
ber that many of these wham 
Jesus addressed had been bap- 
tised by John the Baptist, and 
what they needed now was to 
grow in grace, and Jesus gave 
the commandments to enable 
them to do this. 


same things over again, but the 
spirit of tyranny and injustice 
can be transferred to other mat- 
ters. It may never again be a 
coat collar or a hat or a bonnet, 
but it can be something else. 
There may be a Shibboleth stick- 
ing around somewhere, therefore 
we need to be careful lest we act 
in the same injudicious and fool- 
ish manner. Let ns pray God 
for sense and charity that we 
may discern the fatal letter. 

Maboh. 


EDITOBIAL ITEMS. 


The Least Commandments. 

Jesus, in bis sermon on the 
mount, uses thin language "Who- 
soever therefore shall break one 
of these least commandments, 
and shall teach men so, he shall 
be called the least in the king- 
dom of heaven ; bat whosoever 
shall do and teach them, the 
same shall be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven." 

Here is a claas of command- 
ments that are minor in import- 
ance. The penalty of diaobedi- 
ence ie not exclusion from heav- 
en, but inferiority in the king- 
dom of heaven. Here is a line 
of investigation that has received 
little attention. What can Christ 
mean by the least command- 
meats T Can he mean the com- 
mandments tbat he followed 
these words with ? He can mean 
no other certainly. Let ns see. 
There is not one commandment 
he gave in that sermon that can 
be called great. He refers to 
murder, but he gives no com- 
mandment about it ; he refers to 
adultery, but he gives no com- 
mandment about adultery. He 
defines what adultery is, to cor- 
rect an old law on that crime ; 
namely that there is only one 
crime that ie a lawful one on 
which to make a writing ot di- 
vorcement. 

Outside of these, a man could 
be a good citizen and obey none 
of them. Bnt the professor's 
righteousness must exceed the 
righteousness of the scribes and 
Pharisees or he will not be able 
to enter the kingdom of heaven. 
This cast a flood ot light upon 
the whole sermon. These are 
the rales wbiob enable ub to 
grow in the spiritual lite. They 
order a control of the temper, 
simplicity of life, patience and for- 
bearance, chaste conversation — ft 
goodly life throughout 


Only the Letter " H." 

The Jordan rolled between 
Gilead and Ephraim; bat they 
were still members of one great 
family. They nourished the 
same national traditions, read the 
same Bible, obeyed the same 
laws substantially, when they 
obeyed any, and lived under the 
same constitution. Bat in the 
coarse of time their distance from 
each other had resulted apparent- 
ly in some slight difference of 
speech. It seems that they 
sounded the Hebrew equivalent 
to the letter "h" on one side of 
the river in a word which is said 
to mean a stream of flood, and 
on the other Bide tbey dropped 
it. So it was "Shibboleth and 
Sibboleth." In the coarse of 
time they fell oat and began to 
fight There was really nothing 
to fight about. One body crossed 
the river and were sorely beaten ; 
then the fugitives attempted to 
cross home. But tbe guards 
said, "You can come across if 
you can say "Shibboleth." But 
it was Sibboleth and then there 
was no mercy. Not a man they 
could lay hande upon ever saw 
hie home again, who made tbat 
fatal lapse in one letter. 

As we try to see how these 
men really thought and acted, 
there is a lesson in it for us. 
The letter may be, as it often ie, 
the mere difference between two 
sides. Shibboleth and Sibboleth 
still make mischief when they 
can get a chance, as surely as 
they did on the banks of the 
Jordan. Oor own history as a 
church looms up before us. The 
difference between a cold and 
warm supper, a coat with a col- 
lar turned down and a coat with 
the collar tnrned op, single and 
double mode ot feet washing, a 
hat and a bonnet — wbat are they 
all but Shibboleth and Sibboleth T 
While we were all of the same 
federation, acknowledged the 
same law, read the same Bible, 
acknowledged the same God, 
and ruled by the same constitu- 
tion, yet there was the fatal dif- 
ference of a little letter. How 
we smile and blush at the ignor- 
ance, prejudice and superstition 
that led to the consummation. 
When future generations will 
read the actions of the Dunkard 
church during '82 and the tew 
subsequent years, they will be 
ashamed of the record of their 
fathers. 

The Shibboleth— Sibboleth 
spirit seems to be sticking in the 
human family. We may net be 
guilty of committing the very 


Seed and harvest stand In the relation 
to each other as cause and consequence. 
Be niggardly In the use of gralu, and 
your shocks will be wide apart. This 
is sending time, and our farmers will 
act on this principle. Brethren, carry 
this into religion, remember there Is a 
harvest of Meaning. 

Treasure laid up in heaven Is in a 
safe deposit hank— one that will pay 
dividends after death. Ley up in it, 
and you need not fear the cbaahier will 
run away with money, nor burglars 
rifle tbe vault. 


It Is not wbat one leaves behind that 
makes him rich in eternity, but wbat 
he lends before. 


A clenched band catches no blesstng. 

Jesus pardoned ■ dying thief, hut 
that does not argue we must presume 
he will tolerate a living one. 

"Every man for himself," is true 
concerning salvation. The ' narrow 
road must be traveled singly. But one 
camel can go through a needle 'a eye at 
the same time ; then be must he strip- 
ped of bis pack, and squeeze through 
ou his knees. 


Tbe sea cannot dry up as long as the 
clouds return wbat they receive. This 
would be a good proverb, for those who 
are bemoaning tbe poverty of the 
church, and are able to do something 
but will not. 


Are not all the commands of Jesus of 
equal force. Why should we make a 
hobby of one more than another r Tbe 
one Is not a rotten plank and the other 
a bridge of iron. 


Man la a bundle of habits. Doing a 
thing often makes it easy. If you only 
open a door once a year, tbe hinges get 
rusty. Apply this truth to religion 
and good works, and we will get up to 
GoBpel standard. 


There should be no "deadheads" on 
the highway of salvation. Salvation 
Is free— without money and without 
price; but that does not mean that 
one ought not to pay traveling expen- 
ses. It costs nothing to be born, but It 
coats something to keep alive. 


The ocean is but the result of many 
confluent rivulets. The mountains 
are bulk of little grains of sand. The 
fruitful isles cf the J'aclnc are reared 
from the shells of tiny eoral insects. 
Tbe finest msrblee are but the mauso- 
leums of infinitesimal Crustacea. 
Many thousands of type clicked into 
columns and pages are embodying 
thought into print. So is the record 
of life made np of each deed performed 
with every stroke of tbe pendulum. 


There seems to be a pining after the 
old flesh pots among some of us. There 
it a slight disposition among some of 
cur good brethren to require the Con- 
vention to decide for this thing or 
against that thing. But it is only the 
last expiring struggle of oar education 
and training to assert itself. There is 
one oonaolatlon, however, it cannot 
live long. 


We hope as many of those attending 
the convention will remain with us 
over Sunday. 


Now on tbe eve of our Convention 
it la some consolation for us to look 
back and see tbe unanimity tbat pre- 
vailed at Dayton against a creed. We 
And tbe Mohican, Black River, Ash- 
land City, Farmersville, Pbiladslphla, 
Clarion churches were very emphatic 
on tbe subject. Our old brother Isaac 
Price also expresses himself strongly 
tn favor of tbe Gospel alone. Our 
brother Basher, too, nobly came to tbe 
trout, and said, "I wish to add once 
and for all, that I do not want any rule 
of action other than tbat found In the 
Gospel, and I absolutely will not hold 
ray ofturch relation with any organ u»- 


